40 Vintage Life Hacks from
100 Years Ago

Back in the 1900s, cigarette manufactures used to insert
stiffening cards into their paper cigarette packs to add
strength and help them last longer. Along the way, someone had
the bright idea of printing trivia, artwork and even famous
people and athletes (Honus Wagner anyone?) onto the stiffening
cards.

In the early 20th Century, Gallaher'’s Cigarettes printed a
special series of 100 “How to do it"” cards that included some
truly useful and helpful tips for everyday situations and
problems. The entire 100 card collection is part of the New
York Public Library’s George Arents C(Collection and was
recently digitized.

Below you will find 40 of the Sifter’s personal favorites.
Visit the NYPL Digital Collections to see them all.

1. How to Extract a Splinter
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George Arents Collection, The New York Public Library
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2. How to Light a Match in the Wind




George Arents Collection, The New York Public Library
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3. How to Tell the Points of the Compass
with a Watch

r




George Arents Collection, The New York Public Library
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4. How To Treat Sprains
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George Arents Collection, The New York Public Library
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George Arents Collection, The New York Public Library
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6. How To Carry a Heavy Jug
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7. A Hint When Boiling Potatoes
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8. How To Kill a Tree Stump
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9. How To Make Corks Fit




George Arents Collection, The New York Public Library


http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/

10. How To Pull Out Long Nails
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11. How To Measure With Coins
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12. How To Detect Escaping Gas
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13. How To Cool Wine with Ice
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14. When Boiling Cracked Eggs
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15.

How To Preserve Valuable

Vases
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16. How To Remove Sea Stains from Brown
Shoes
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17. How To Make a Simple Gate Latch
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18. How To Clean an 0il Painting
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How To Test Butter
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20. How To Draw a Circle Without a
Compass
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21. How To Clean Real Lace
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22. How To Revive Cut Flowers
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23. How To Judge the Freshness of a
Lobster
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How To Make a Water Fountain for
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25. How To Treat Squeaky Boots
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26. How To Adjust a Door
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George Arents Collection, The New York Public Library
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27. How To Cut New Bread Into Thin Slices
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28. How To Remove a Stuck Glass Stopper
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29. How To Detect Dampness in
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30. How To Draw an Ellipse with String
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31. How To Pick Up Broken Glass
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32. How To Stop a Runaway Horse
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33.

How To Clean New Boots
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34. How To Remove a Tight Ring from the
Finger
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35. How To Keep a Paint Brush Handle
Clean
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36. How To Take Ink Stains Out a
Handkerchief
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37. How To Fit a Large Candle
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38. How To Clean Bottles
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Three Useful Knots
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George Arents Collection, The New York Public Library
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40. How To Separate Glass Tumblers
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George Arents Collection, The New York Public Library
Sursa: twistedsifter.com
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Discursul celebru al lui Kurt
Vonnegut la MIT in 1997

Acest discurs celebru a fost prezentat ca discurs de inceput
al lui Kurt Vonnegut in fata studentilor care au absolvit
Institutul de Tehnologie din Massachusetts in 1997. Sunt
sfaturi minunate, dar se pare ca nu au fost scrise de
Vonnegut. Totusi sunt sfaturi foarte bune.

,Doamnelor si domnilor absolventi ai promotiei ’'97:

Daca v-as putea da doar un sfat pentru viitor, ar fi despre
crema de protectie solara. Beneficiul utilizarii ei a fost
dovedit de catre oamenii de stiinta, in timp ce restul
recomandarilor nu au o baza mai solida decat propriile
experiente confuze. Aceste sfaturi vi le voi explica acum.

— Bucurati-va de puterea si frumusetea tineretii voastre, atat
timp cat viata nu iti place, ea trece. Crede-ma, peste 20 de
ani te vei uita la fotografiile de acum cu un sentiment pe
care, pur si simplu, in acest moment nu-1 poti intelege. Te
vel gandi cat de multe oportunitati au fost deschise in fata
ta si cat de minunat aratai.

— Nu cantaresti atat de mult precum iti pare.

— Nu-ti face griji pentru viitor! Sau, bine, fa-ti griji, dar
afla ca sunt la fel de inutile ca si iIncercarea de a rezolva o
ecuatie de algebra utilizand guma de mestecat. Necazurile cu
adevarat neplacute din viata ta sunt cele care nu te lasa sa
dormi la ora 4 dimineata, intr-o obisnuita zi de marti.

— Fa in fiecare zi cateva din lucrurile care te sperie.
— Canta.

— Trateaza cu bléndete inimile celorlalti oameni.
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— Nu te certa cu cei care sunt indiferenti fata de inima ta.
— Nu uita sa te speli pe dinti.

— Nu-ti pierde timpul fiind invidios, uneori esti in fata,
alteori in spate. Cursa este lunga si, in cele din urma, lupti
doar cu tine insuti.

— Tine minte complimentele pe care le primesti, dar uita
insultele. Si daca reusesti acest lucru, spune-mi si mie cum
ai facut-o.

— Pastreaza scrisorile vechi de dragoste, arunca extractele
bancare vechi.

— Intinde-ti periodic corpul.

— Nu te simti vinovat daca nu stii ce vrei sa faci cu viata
ta.

— Cei mai interesanti oameni dintre cei pe care 1i cunosc, la
22 de ani habar nu aveau cum vor sa-si traiasca viata, iar
unii dintre cei mai interesanti oameni pe care ii cunosc nu
stiu nici la 40 de ani ce vor de la viata.

— Consuma calciu. Ai grija de genunchii tai, le vei duce lipsa
cand se vor imbolnavi.

— Poate te vei casatori, poate ca nu. Poate veli avea copii,
poate nu. Poate vei divorta la 40 de ani, dar poate vel dansa
fericit la cea de-a 75-a aniversare a casniciei tale. Orice-ai
face, nu te lauda prea tare, dar nici nu te certa. Alegerea
ta, ca si a celorlalti, este la jumatate.

— Bucura-te de corpul tau, foloseste-1 cum poti si nu te teme
de ce cred altii despre asta. Corpul — cel mai frumos
instrument pe care il vei avea vreodata.

— Danseaza, chiar daca unicul loc in care o poti face este
apartamentul tau.



— Si, te rog, nu citi reviste despre viata frumoasa, doar te
vor face sa te simti dezgustator.

— Fii multumit de fratii si surorile tale. Ei sunt cea mail
buna legatura cu trecutul si cei, care, cel mai probabil vor
fi alaturi de tine in viitor.

— Intelege c& prietenii vin si pleaca, dar sunt cativa
valorosi pe care trebuie sa 1i pastrezi.

— Depune toate eforturile pentru a depasi granitele geografice
si ale vietii, pentru ca atunci cand vei fi mai in varsta vei
avea cea mai mare nevoie de oamenii pe care ii cunosteai cand
erai mic.

— Locuieste o perioada IiIntr-un megapolis, dar paraseste-1
inainte de a te transforma intr-o persoana dura. Locuieste pe
o insula, dar pleaca de acolo inainte de a deveni o persoana
slaba de fire. Si, in general, calatoreste.

— Accepta unele adevaruri inevitabile: preturile vor creste,
politicienii isi vor insela mereu sotiile. Si tu vei imbatrani
si, cand o vei face, 1iti vei imagina ca atunci cand erai
tanar, preturile erau rezonabile, politicienii erau nobili si
copiii isi respectau bunicii.

— Apropo, respecta-ti bunicii, nu stii niciodata cand vor
pleca pentru totdeauna.

— Nu te baza pe faptul ca cineva 1iti va asigqura traiul. Poate
ai propriile fonduri sau poate ai un sot/sotie bogata, dar nu
esti niciodata sigur de momentul in care el/ea poate pleca.

— Nu experimenta foarte mult cu parul tau, pentru ca in
momentul in care vei avea 40 de ani, va arata ca la 85.

— Cu totii vom pleca intr-o zi, dar este important sa rezistam
pana la final, crezand in ceva. Este cea mai mare provocare,
pentru ca ni se pare ca nu exista ceva in care merita cu
adevarat sa credem.



-Credeti-ma, in legatura cu crema de protectie solara”

Sursa: devorbacutine.eu
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